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This aim is growing in the minds of educational leaders in the United 
States. The report is valuable reading and should be in the hands of school 
administrators and teachers of science. 



Exercise book for locational geography. — The need of a better mastery of 
the geography of locations has been demonstrated by some of the recent 
standardized map tests. An exercise book 1 designed to reinforce the learning 
of locations has now appeared. This book gives a large number of outline 
maps arranged so that sheets of tracing paper may be conveniently placed 
over them. By tracing the maps and marking locations, the ordinary 
visual imagery is supplemented by a motor imagery and the learning process 
becomes more effective. Carefully worked out exercises are included for use 
with the maps. The device is rather ingenious, and it should prove very 
useful for supplementary work. The exercise book may be applied to courses 
in either geography or history. 



A handbook for the director of amateur dramatics. — The demand created by 
the appearance of a book on dramatics published in ioio has prompted the 
recent issue of an enlarged and revised edition. The author has added material 
in various forms and has brought the book 2 up to date with complete corrections 
as far as possible. 

In the first part of the book the author gives definite instruction and 
valuable suggestions covering the selection of a play, acting, coaching, and 
staging. One finds discussion of such topics as the theater as an educational 
institution, the one-act play, high-school dramatics, details of coaching, and 
materials for production. Detailed and concise directions on coaching and pro- 
ducing are given in numbered order. While not exhaustive in its treatment of 
the various topics, the book directs the reader to more detailed discussions 
of the questions, with the result that it serves admirably as a guide to students 
of amateur dramatics. 

The second part of the book, consisting of sixty pages, is a directory of 
useful information on dramatics. There are lists of plays by grades, for 
special occasions, on special subjects, for male and female characters, and 
for study and scene work. It gives the addresses of play publishers, of cos- 
tumers, and of firms furnishing scenery and general supplies. A rather full 
bibliography adds to the value of the book. 

The book's chief field of usefulness will be found among the smaller high 
schools and graded schools throughout the country. It was to improve and 

1 Wallace W. Atwood, Nellie B. Allen, and Edward K. Robinson, Practical 
Map Exercises in Geography and History, Western Hemisphere. Boston: Ginn & Co., 
1920. Pp.32. $0.56. 

* Gertrude E. Johnson, Choosing a Play. New York: Century Co., 1920. 
Pp. xii+177. $1.35. 
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benefit dramatic production in this type of schools that the book was written. 
In the main, the volume is a handbook that the director of amateur dramatics, 
whether experienced or not, will refer to frequently and with profit. 



Instruction in music. — It would be difficult to choose any subject from the 
curriculum of the modern school which lends itself more fully to whole-hearted 
participation than does music. It is equally true that few, if any, possess 
greater possibilities of the reduction to the dead level of formal and uninterest- 
ing fact-getting. Probably no subject, until recent times at' least, has been 
presented with so little regard to the instinctive interests of childhood and 
its capacities and desires for expression, and so little attention to the possibili- 
ties of outcomes of great social significance through larger vision and more 
adequate method. 

Therefore, those who are acquainted with the work Mr. Farnsworth has 
for years been carrying on to rationalize the teaching of music in the public 
schools will welcome his book 1 in which he sets forth his ideas concerning the 
principles and methods underlying it. 

The book is not a text. It is rather an exposition of a viewpoint and a 
method. Mr. Farnsworth finds his subjects in four children belonging to a 
family of native musical ability, and each struggling through some form of 
musical training. Little Nell is in the first grade, Jack in the eighth, Harriet 
in high school, and Tom in college, thus furnishing a wide range of develop- 
ment, with each demanding its peculiar treatment. 

The points to be developed are presented in a running dialogue. Uncle 
Phil, a skilful musician with some insight into child- nature, serves as the 
medium through which is passed the philosophy and doctrines concerned with 
such problems as "How to Listen to Music," "How to Learn Notation," 
"How a Child Should Learn to Sing," "How to Learn to Enjoy Classical 
Music," "How to Select Music," etc. Uncle Phil is represented as visiting 
the home, or inviting the children to his studio, and by clever insight and 
method developing in them a happy understanding and appreciation of music. 
It is evident that the author has adopted this plan of presentation, not 
only to indicate his method and general plan of attack, but likewise to show 
the reactions of the children to the stereotyped and formal kind of.instruction 
so commonly met with. The reader feels that many of the situations are forced, 
but he is also conscious of the fact that the author is attempting to carry his 
argument through to its conclusion, and that such situations are easily over- 
looked in the desire to be carried along by the writer's thinking. 

The unusual characteristic about the book is the fact that the problems 
are presented from the viewpoint of both pupil and teacher. In this respect 
it is better than a formal text would probably be. Indeed, the author evidently 

1 Chaeles H. Faenswoeth, How to Study Music. New York: Macmillan Co., 
1920. Pp. v+294. 



